Building the future of Canadian democracy

Student Vote is the flagship program of CIVIX, a charitable organization
dedicated to strengthening democracy through civic education.
Student Vote Canada is presented in collaboration with Elections Canada,
the independent non-partisan agency responsible for conducting federal elections.

The Importance of Civic Education

A healthy and robust democracy demands an informed and committed citizenry that understands the value of our political system,
and how to act within it.
Studies have shown that the habits of voting and non-voting are established at an early age and persist over time.
By practicing the habits of active and informed citizenship now, students will be more inclined and prepared to participate in our
democracy when they reach adulthood.
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Program Summary
Student Vote uses the election as a teachable moment and enables teachers to bring democracy alive in the classroom. The program
is available for federal, provincial and local elections.
Since 2004, CIVIX has collaborated with Elections Canada to offer the program to schools across Canada during federal elections.
REGISTER
The program is open to any elementary,
middle or high school and there is no
cost to participate. Schools may offer
Student Vote to a single class or engage
the entire student body in the program.
RECEIVE MATERIALS
Registered schools are supplied with
print and online pedagogical materials,
posters and election supplies. The
resources are targeted at grades 4 to 12,
and all materials are available in English
and French.
ENGAGE WITH THE CAMPAIGN
The activities are intended to inform
students about government and the
electoral process, encourage research
into the parties, candidates and issues,
and foster discussion between students
and their families.
COORDINATE STUDENT VOTE DAY
Students take on the role of election
workers and coordinate a vote for the
official election candidates running in
their school’s riding. The results are
shared after the close of polls.
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Student Vote in Action
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Program Resources
During federal elections, participating schools receive election supplies and a wide variety of pedagogical resources at no cost,
including lesson plans, explainer videos, slide decks and online interactive tools, such as Q&A videos with the party leaders.
The resources are intended to improve civic literacy, increase knowledge about government and elections in Canada, foster digital
media literacy skills, and facilitate analysis of the parties and party platforms.
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Analyze
the Purpose

Interpret the
Meaning
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Student Engagement
I was super impressed with how easy
and effective it was to integrate these
materials into my classes: They were so
clearly connected with the course content,
and the students were really, super
engaged in topics that I have had trouble
hooking them into in other ways.

The lesson plans and resources are very
accessible, ready‑to-use, and encourage
critical thinking.

Our students LOVE participating in the
program, and are always very invested in
learning about the voting process, about
the candidates, and about party policies
and promises. The teaching resources and
websites created are always incredibly
effective and informative, making this
a wonderful unit to teach and an
engaging program for students.
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Federal Election Participation Statistics
9,582

8,097

Schools registered
to participate

Schools submitted
Student Vote results

1,199,939

338

students cast ballots

Federal ridings represented

1,199,939
922,376

SCHOOLS

563,000

STUDENTS

503,000

468,000

8,097

6,662
263,000
3,749

3,032

2,504
1,168

2004
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2019 Participation by Province/Territory
% SCHOOLS REGISTERED

More than 60% of Canadian
schools were involved in the 2019
federal election and nearly
1.2 million students cast a ballot.

70% +
51-69%
UNDER 50%

YT
22 SCHOOLS
2,212
STUDENTS

NU

NT

23 SCHOOLS
2,001
STUDENTS

28 SCHOOLS
2,188
STUDENTS

NL

BC

1,447 SCHOOLS
213,315
STUDENTS

AB

QC

MB

1,486 SCHOOLS
217,070
STUDENTS

181 SCHOOLS
22,391
STUDENTS

1,048 SCHOOLS
112,855
STUDENTS

444 SCHOOLS
39,386
STUDENTS

SK

542 SCHOOLS
45,734
STUDENTS

ON

3,761 SCHOOLS
458,971
STUDENTS

PE
50 SCHOOLS
8,079
STUDENTS

NB

247 SCHOOLS
37,035
STUDENTS

NS

303 SCHOOLS
38,702
STUDENTS
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Growth in School Registrations: 2015 to 2019
At the national level, participation in the 2019 federal
election increased by 27% compared to 2015.

121%

Participation increased significantly in previously
underrepresented areas, including Quebec (121%
increase), Newfoundland and Labrador (91%) and the
territories (52%).

91%

52%

32%

27%

NATIONAL

8

23 %

QC

NL

TERRITORIES

NB

AB

21%

SK

20%

BC

18%

NS

18%

ON

14%
MB

6%
PE

School Board Statistics (2019)
PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS REGISTERED

BALLOTS CAST PER SCHOOL (AVERAGE)

TOP 5 (large boards)
Calgary Catholic School District (AB)
School District 36 (Surrey, BC)
Edmonton Public Schools (AB)
Waterloo Region District School Board (ON)
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (ON)

TOP 5 (large boards)
93%
88%
86%
83%
79%

TOP 5 (small boards)
Wellington Catholic District School Board (ON)
Grande Prairie Public School District (AB)
School District 69 (Qualicum, BC)
Western School Division (MB)
Conseil scolaire FrancoSud (AB)

Calgary Board of Education (AB)
School District 36 (Surrey, BC)
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (ON)
Calgary Catholic School District (AB)
Vancouver School Board District (BC)

181
174
171
148
134

TOP 5 (small boards)
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

Commission scolaire Francophone du Yukon (YT)
Western School Division (MB)
School District 37 (Delta, BC)
School District 63 (Saanich, BC)
Evergreen Catholic Separate Regional Division (AB)

275
251
242
239
204

*Large boards include 100 or more schools, and small boards are less than 100.

MOST BALLOTS CAST
TOP 5 (all boards)
Toronto District School Board (ON)

60,195

Calgary Board of Education (AB)

45,026

Peel District School Board (ON)

29,989

Edmonton Public Schools (AB)

28,986

Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (ON)

26,888

We are grateful that our students have been provided
with the opportunity to participate in the democratic
process and learn more about the important
opportunity for Canadian citizens to vote in federal
elections.

Our principals were very pleased with the program as
a whole and report that students and teachers were
highly engaged.
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Student Vote vs General Election Results
Typically, students elect the same governing party as adults, but the results breakdown often varies between the parties.
In the 2019 federal election, students elected a Liberal minority government, and the Conservatives won the popular vote —
same as in the official results.

SEAT COUNT

POPULAR VOTE

25%
22%

25%

1%
8%

18%

OTHER

Independent
Student Vote

34%

STUDENT VOTE

109

92

101

27

16%

GENERAL ELECTION

12

157

121

24

3

32

*The total number of seats in Student Vote Canada 2019 adds up 341 due to three ties where both candidates were elected.
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1

33%

7%

8%

General Election

1%

OTHER

Giving Students a Voice in the Election
In total, there were more than 1,300
media mentions of the program
during the 2019 election, featuring
the experiences of many participating
students and teachers throughout the
country.
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Program Evaluation
Abacus Data conducted an extensive evaluation of the Student Vote program during the 2019 federal election.
Over 90% of educators agreed the Student Vote materials and activities had an impact on key
measurements, for both elementary and high school students.
Increasing students’ knowledge
of the electoral process

Increasing students’ political
interest

Motivating students
to discuss politics

98%

95%

95%

Improving students’ critical thinking
and decision-making skills

Improving students’
sense of civic duty

Increasing students’ intention
to vote in the future

96%

96%

95%

Teachers who dedicated more than 10 hours
on the program were 25% more likely to say it
had a significant impact on these outcomes.
Source: Abacus Data
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Significant impact
Somewhat of an impact
Minimal impact
No impact
Don’t know

The program also
positively influenced
teacher capacity.
97% said
Student Vote
increased their
confidence in
teaching civics,
politics and government.

97% said Student
Vote increased
their confidence
in teaching media
literacy.
99% of educators
indicated they would
participate in a
future Student Vote
program.

Educator Feedback
Students tell me that Student Vote is the most
memorable thing they did in high school.
Absolutely all of the students I have led through
the Student Vote program find it engaging and
interesting. The program empowers students,
and allows them to be in charge of their own
learning.

The Student Vote parallel elections have become
as important and meaningful in our school
community as the actual elections. If you are a
teacher in Canada that does not use Student
Vote yet... you need to start!

Students make connections with their families, and engage
in rich discussions about politics, issues and values with
their peers. Many of my students tell me that the program
makes them feel like politics and political leaders are more
accessible to them. I can say with great confidence that the
Student Vote program is the most powerful teaching
tool I have ever used!
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Student Survey Results
CIVIC LITERACY

POLITICAL DISCUSSION

There was a 20-point increase overall in self-reported understanding
of politics and elections and a comparable increase in the number
of students who correctly answered the knowledge questions
correctly.

The number of students talking about politics at home and frequency
of political conversations increased because of the program.

Percentage of students that said they understood
how politics and elections work in Canada

Past Participants

New Participants

How often do you discuss politics at home?

At least weekly
A few times
Once
Never

37%
20%

24%

Pre-Survey

66%

74%

48%

73%

Pre-survey

Post-survey

Pre-survey

Post-survey

In the pre-survey, self-reported knowledge was significantly
higher among students that participated previously – suggesting a
long‑term impact among participants.

75%
Three-quarters of students
said they felt more prepared
to vote in the future after
participating in the program.
Source: Abacus Data
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42%

19%
28%

17%
13%

Post-Survey

INTENTION TO VOTE
Students who said they would ‘definitely’ vote in the future increased
by 14-points from pre to post-survey.
Will you vote in the future?

Definitely will vote
Probably will vote
Might or might not vote
Probably won’t vote
Definitely won’t vote

32%
35%

31%
22%

4%

7%

Pre-Survey

45%

16%
4%

5%

Post-Survey

On the pre-survey, students with a past Student Vote experience were more
likely to report that they will definitely vote (39%), compared to first-time
participants (31%), which suggests long-term attitudinal changes.

Student Voices
These lessons have shaped me. Now I’m the kid
who leaves hockey games early to watch the
leaders’ debate. Now I’m the kid who has so many
ideas bursting at the seams and I’m the kid who’s
demanding to be heard. I’m the kid who hears the
grownups talking and joins in — I’m the kid I’ve
always wanted to be.

Andrew Chang interviews students for The National, CBC News

The more I learn, the more it solidifies my belief that
it is important for youth to make an effort to be more
informed and take an interest in politics — after all,
it is our future.

I am 100% more involved in politics than before. I have
had so many debates with my father about the different
candidates and the issues of this year’s election I
can’t even count them all.
Canada’s Chief Electoral Officer, Stéphane Perrault, meets students
from Connaught Public School during a launch event.
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Help us Reach Every Student
It’s worth it. Numerous independent evaluations have confirmed that Student Vote helps foster the characteristics of young voters,
including enhanced civic literacy, increased political interest and discussion, and improved attitudes towards democratic participation.
To have the greatest impact on the future of Canadian democracy, we need to reach every student. Help us bring Student Vote Canada
to all schools during the next federal election.
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For more information about Student Vote Canada
for the next federal election, please contact:

504-639 Queen St West
Toronto, ON M5V 2B7
1-866-488-8775
hello@civix.ca
studentvote.ca/canada
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