HANDOUT 2.1: Government Responsibilities 
In Canada, there are three levels of government: federal, provincial or territorial, and municipal. Each level has specific responsibilities, but they also overlap and collaborate to ensure communities function effectively.
	FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES
	PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES
	MUNICIPAL/LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES

	Agriculture and food
Citizenship
Criminal law
Currency
 Environment
 Federal taxes
Fisheries and oceans
 Foreign affairs and international trade
Heritage and culture
Housing, infrastructure and communities
Services for Indigenous communities
National defence
Natural resources
Official languages
Postal service
Public safety and risk management
Transport and port authorities
Veterans affairs
	Agriculture and farming
Children and family supports
Colleges and universities
Community and social services (support for seniors, low income, disabled people)
Drivers’ licensing and highways
Emergency management
Education
Hospitals and healthcare
Indigenous relations
Mental health
Municipalities
 Natural resources (mining, forestry)
Property and civil rights
Provincial law and courts
Provincial taxes
Tourism

 
	Animal control
Fire protection
Land use planning (zoning)
Local parks
Police
Road maintenance
Recreation and community facilities
Public transportation
Waste management
Water supply and treatment



