Lesson 2: Levels of Government 

GUIDING QUESTIONS  
❶ Why do we need government?
❷ How is government structured in Canada?  
❸ How do the different levels of government affect me?

OVERVIEW

Canada has different levels of government, each with its own elected representatives and areas of responsibility. 

In this lesson, students will explore the importance of government by imagining a world without it and considering how society would function. Through multimedia tools and an interactive online scavenger hunt, students investigate the three levels of government in Canada (federal, provincial/territorial, and municipal) and their respective roles and responsibilities. The learning concludes with a rapid-fire sharing activity, reinforcing how government impacts our daily life and encouraging students to reflect on which level has the greatest impact on them.

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

By the end of the lesson, students can: 

· explain why governments exist and how they contribute to a functioning society;
· describe the roles and responsibilities of Canada’s three levels of government;
· investigate and analyze real-world examples of government actions through an online scavenger hunt; and,
· evaluate which level of government has the greatest impact on their daily lives.

Starter  

Get students thinking about the importance of government and its different levels by imagining a world without it.

1. Using a ‘Think-Pair-Share’ protocol, ask students: What would happen if there was no government?

a) Have students write down 2-3 things they think would change in daily life.
b) Pair up and discuss their ideas with a partner for 2 minutes.
c) Invite students to share their thoughts. Guide the discussion toward:	
· Who would build roads?
· How would we have schools, hospitals, or emergency services?
· How would legal disputes be settled?

2. Emphasize the following and introduce the theme of today’s lesson.

· Governments exist to provide structure, laws, and services that make society function.
· Canada has several levels of government that work together to run our country.

Activities 

1. Review the structure of government in Canada using the “Levels of Government” video, Slide Deck 2 and/or Handout 2.1. Guiding questions to support the instruction:

· What kind of government do we have in Canada?
· What is the title given to the elected representative at each level?  
· What is the title given to the leader at each level?  How are they chosen?  
· How are issues or responsibilities divided among the levels of government?  

2. Distribute or provide access to Activity 2.2. Students will work independently or in pairs to complete an online scavenger hunt related to the levels of government. 

To assist students, provide them with the website for the Government of Canada (canada.ca), your provincial/territorial government and your municipality.

3. Debrief on the activity. Invite a few students to share their research findings. 

· What was the most interesting fact you found?
· What is a key takeaway from each level of government?

Consolidation 

1. Quick Brainstorm: Where do you see evidence of government in your daily life? Ask students to silently think of a few examples and write them down.

2. Rapid-Fire Sharing: Go around the room quickly and ask students to share one example of how the government affects their life. No repeats! If a student’s idea has already been said, they must think of a new one.

3. Final Question: Which level of government do you think has the biggest impact on you personally and why? Say each level of government aloud and ask students to stand up when they hear the level they think has the greatest impact on them. Invite some students to share their reasoning. Repeat for all levels.

Extended Learning 

Ask students to identify a real-world issue affecting their community and determine which level(s) of government are responsible for addressing it. Working in pairs or small groups, have students research their chosen issue, explore what actions the government has taken, and consider how citizens can advocate for change or further action. Using official government websites or news sources, ask students to gather evidence to support their findings. Have each group share a brief summary of their research. End with a class discussion on government responsibilities, emphasizing the collaboration between levels of government, and the ways in which citizens—especially young people—can engage in the democratic process.

ADAPTATIONS AND SUPPORTS

	Language Learners
	· Provide students with terms and definitions in advance (e.g., elected representative, government, federal, provincial, territorial, municipal, prime minister, premier, MP, MLA, mayor, councillor).
· Consider pre-teaching Handout 2.1 to familiarize students with the vocabulary before watching the video.
· Share the video before class discussions and activities and/or show the video multiple times to support understanding.
· Provide examples or photos for government responsibilities.

	Culturally Responsive Pedagogy
	· Review the demographic data of one or more elected bodies and discuss the need for more diversity in politics.
· Review the governance structure of a nearby Indigenous community you know about.

	Accommodations
	· If working in pairs or small groups in the classroom is not possible, consider using Google Docs for collaborative activities and discussion.



BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS  
Canada is a federal state, parliamentary democracy and constitutional monarchy.  
A federal state brings together a number of different political communities with a central government (federal) for general purposes and separate local governments (provincial/territorial) for local purposes.  
The division of powers is based on the idea that the level of government closest to the issue governs it. The distribution of responsibilities is found in Sections 91-95 of the Constitution Act, 1867.  
The federal government takes responsibility for the whole country and matters of national concern, such as the armed forces, international relations and trade, currency, fisheries and oceans, criminal law and public safety. 
Provincial and territorial governments are responsible for their own province or territory and include issues such as education, health care, social welfare, transportation and highways.  
Municipal and local governments receive their powers from their respective provincial or territorial government. These governments handle local matters, such as garbage and recycling, public transit, local parks and recreation.  
Most First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities have their own systems of governance. These councils or governments share certain responsibilities with the provincial/territorial or federal government.  
For some issues, the different levels of government have to work together and share the responsibility.  For example, federal, provincial and municipal governments are concurrently responsible for the environment. The federal government enforces the Canadian Environmental Protection Act and regulates waterways used for fishing and shipping. Provincial governments regulate land use, mining, manufacturing and harmful emissions. Municipal governments are responsible for zoning, garbage disposal, and sewage and water treatment.  
Each level of government has elected officials to represent the people (constituents) living in their designated areas (e.g., electoral districts/divisions, wards, municipalities). Elected representatives are responsible for proposing, studying, debating and voting on bills (potential laws), and raising issues put forward by their constituents.  
Representatives at the federal level are called Members of Parliament (MPs). Representatives at the provincial or territorial level are called Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs), Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs), Members of the National Assembly (MNAs) or Members of the House of Assembly (MHAs), depending on the province or territory. The elected representative at the municipal level is called a councillor. 
Most federal and provincial elected representatives belong to a political party. A political party is a group of like-minded individuals with similar political views whose intention is to achieve power and create meaningful political change. At the territorial level in Northwest Territories and Nunavut and in most municipalities, there are no political parties.  
The leader of the federal government is called the prime minister, whereas premier is the title given to the leader of each provincial government. At both levels of government, the leader of the political party with the greatest number of elected representatives in the legislative body usually assumes the role of the leader of that government. Therefore, we do not vote for the position of premier or prime minister directly.
The leader of the municipal government is most often called a mayor, reeve or chairperson. The leader is elected directly by the people. 
As a constitutional monarchy, Canada’s head of state is a hereditary sovereign (queen or king) who reigns in accordance with the Constitution. The sovereign is represented in Canada by the governor general, who is appointed by the sovereign on the advice of the prime minister.  
In each of the ten provinces, the sovereign is represented by a lieutenant governor, who is appointed by the governor general on the advice of the prime minister. Usually, the governor general and lieutenant governors serve five-year terms. There is no sovereign representative at the municipal/local or territorial level.
In Canada’s three territories, territorial commissioners serve a similar role to a lieutenant governor.  Commissioners do not represent the sovereign, however. They are appointed by and represent the federal government. 















HANDOUT 2.1: Government Responsibilities 
In Canada, there are three levels of government: federal, provincial or territorial, and municipal. Each level has specific responsibilities, but they also overlap and collaborate to ensure communities function effectively.
	FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES
	PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES
	MUNICIPAL/LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES

	Agriculture and food
Citizenship
Criminal law
Currency
 Environment
 Federal taxes
Fisheries and oceans
 Foreign affairs and international trade
Heritage and culture
Housing, infrastructure and communities
Services for Indigenous communities
National defence
Natural resources
Official languages
Postal service
Public safety and risk management
Transport and port authorities
Veterans affairs
	Agriculture and farming
Children and family supports
Colleges and universities
Community and social services (support for seniors, low income, disabled people)
Drivers’ licensing and highways
Emergency management
Education
Hospitals and healthcare
Indigenous relations
Mental health
Municipalities
 Natural resources (mining, forestry)
Property and civil rights
Provincial law and courts
Provincial taxes
Tourism

 
	Animal control
Fire protection
Land use planning (zoning)
Local parks
Police
Road maintenance
Recreation and community facilities
Public transportation
Waste management
Water supply and treatment




ACTIVITY 2.2: Levels of Government Scavenger Hunt
 
Write down the website for each level of government. Use the website to find answers to the questions below. Record your answers in the spaces provided. Be prepared to share one interesting fact you learned!
 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Website: _____________________________________________
 

1. Representation: How many Members of Parliament are there in Canada?


2. Government Actions: Choose one department/agency. Write down two recent actions or announcements it has made.



3. Laws: Find a bill from the 44th Parliament that interests you. Summarize what the bill is and its current status. (Look under Treaties, laws and regulations)



4. Government Support: Find and describe one benefits program available to Canadians.


 
PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT

Website: _____________________________________________

5. Representation: How many members are in your provincial/territorial legislature? Who is your elected representative?


6. Key Ministries: Write down two ministries or departments that you think are most important. Explain why they matter.


7. News: Find a recent provincial/territorial government news announcement that could affect you. Summarize it.



 8. Government Spending: Find a recent funding announcement related to government spending or investment. Summarize it and who is impacted.
 
 


 
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

Website: _____________________________________________
 

9. Representation: How many members sit on your council? Who is your mayor or head of council?


10. Local News: Summarize a recent news announcement or public notice from your municipality.



11. Community Engagement: Identify an upcoming event in your community (e.g., meeting, festival, special initiative).




12. Well-Being Initiatives: Write down two ways your municipal government supports physical and mental well-being in the community.
