HANDOUT 2.5: Historical Timeline of Nunavut
10,000 BC

A small population migrates from Asia to the High Arctic through the Bering Strait.

2,000 — 1,000 BC

First human settlements are established in the territory that is now Nunavut. The Dorset, the first
peoples on the territory, went extinct following the arrival of the Thule people (known as the
proto-Inuit) between 1000-1500 CE.

1576

Martin Frobisher leads an expedition to find the Northwest passage and makes first contact with
Inuit. Contact remains limited until the 1800s.

1820s
1850s — 1900

English whalers visit the Arctic and introduce European goods to Inuit.
Whalers create the first whaling stations on the territory.

1870

The Northwest Territories enter the Canadian confederation. At the time, Nunavut includes the
easternmost regions of the Northwest Territories.

1894

Edmund Peck, an English missionary, established the first permanent church mission at Baffin
Island.

1911

The Hudson Bay Company starts the Lake Harbour trading post on Baffin Island.

1950s

High Arctic Relocation: Close to 90 Inuit from Inukjuak, Nunavik are forced by the Canadian
government to relocate to Northern Nunavut.

1950

Inuit are granted voting rights in federal elections.

1976

Inuit Tapirisat of Canada proposes the creation of Nunavut and an all-Inuit government and
submits a first proposal to the government of the Northwest territories and Canada.

1982

A public vote in the Northwest Territories approves the division of the territories.

1990

The agreement-in-principle outlining the Nunavut Act is signed by the Tungavik Federation of
Nunavut and the federal government.

1993

Inuit representatives and the federal government reach an agreement that produces two acts of the
Canadian parliament: The Nunavut Land Claims Agreement Act and The Nunavut Act.

1999

Nunavut becomes a territory on April 1, 1999 with the implementation of The Nunavut Act. The Act
also leads to the creation of Tunngavik Inc., the organization responsible for the implementation
and management of the Land Claims Agreement.

2008

The Nunavut Education Act is created to ensure the respect of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit in the
education system.

2010

The Canadian government apologizes for the High Arctic relocation trauma caused to victims and
their families.
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