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Lesson 3:
Nunavut Territorial Elections

In a democracy, we hold elections to choose government 
representatives. Elections are contests of leadership and 
ideas, where interested individuals campaign for our support 
and, ultimately, our vote. 

An individual who "runs for office" or competes for the job of 
elected representative is called a candidate.

An electoral system is a set of rules that determine how 
choices are presented to voters, how preferences are 
recorded and the method used for determining which 
candidate wins. There are many different electoral systems 
used around the world.

Single-Member Plurality or First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) is 
the electoral system currently used across Canada, including 
Nunavut. 

The territory is divided into 22 small geographic areas called 
constituencies. Constituencies are determined by 
population size as well as geographic factors such as roads, 
rivers, cities and towns, which means that the size and shape 
of ridings can be very different. The people living within a 
constituency are called constituents. 

Under Single-Member Plurality, one candidate is elected 
per constituency. Voters can only choose one candidate on 
their ballot. The candidate who gets the most votes within 
each constituency wins. The winning candidate does need to 
have the support of the majority of voters — they just need 
more votes than any other candidate.

This upcoming territorial election will take place on October 
25, 2021 and Nunavummiut will elect 22 MLAs to sit in the 
legislative assembly.

The eligibility requirements for candidates are the same as 
the requirements as being eligible to vote (see Lesson 4). You 
can be a candidate for any constituency in Nunavut, meaning 
you can live in one constituency and be the candidate in a 
different constituency.

In other provincial, territorial (Yukon) and federal elections in 
Canada, candidates are usually associated with a political 
party (a group of like-minded individuals that work together 
to achieve power). Once elected, they often commit to their 
party’s position on various issues and vote as a group in the 
legislature or parliament. MLAs in Nunavut (and Northwest 
Territories), however, are independent and encouraged to 
vote on bills according to their own beliefs and in the 
interests of their constituents.
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There are many ways to gather information about local 
candidates. Community groups hold town hall meetings 
where citizens are invited to listen to candidates share their 
ideas and respond to the concerns of constituents. 
Information can also be found through candidate websites, 
social media, media websites, on radio and TV, or in 
newspapers. Individuals may also visit campaign offices, 
attend campaign events, or have a chance to talk to the 
candidate when they visit communities in their constituency. 

Each person’s political views are highly subjective (based on 
personal feelings or opinions). Just as personalities are 
unique and influenced by personal feelings, tastes and 
opinions, so are political views. Therefore, each person is 
responsible for forming their own opinions. Sometimes 
those opinions can be formed by listening to other people 
whose opinions you respect, researching information 
through media, and sometimes it simply takes a period of 
reflection to come to your own conclusions.

In Inuit culture and most Indigenous nations, oral tradition 
deeply influences worldviews and political ideologies. Elders 
and storytellers pass down culture and systems of 
governance from generation to generation. Oral tradition and 
the transmission of knowledge and values ensure social 
cohesion and the survival of one’s culture. 

Big Idea
Elections provide an opportunity for citizens to discuss and 
debate issues and potential solutions, and have a voice in 
deciding who will be their elected representative.

IQ Principles
The following IQ principles are applicable to this lesson:

• Tunnganarniq — Fostering good sprit by being open, 
welcoming, and inclusive;

• Pilitsirniq — Serving and providing for the family and 
community;

• Qanuqtuurniq — Being innovative and resourceful; and
• Pilimmaksarniq — Development of skills through 

practice, effort, and action.

Learning Goals
By the end of this lesson, students can: 

• evaluate challenges or issues of concern facing Nunavut 
and/or their community;

• describe how elections work in Nunavut;
• identify the name of their constituency;
• research and interpret information about the candidates; 

and,
• demonstrate the skills to evaluate the candidates running 

for election. 

Resources
• Slide Deck 3: Territorial Elections 
• Activity 3.1: Election Candidate Profile 
• Activity 3.2: Getting to Know the Candidates 

Starter: 25-30 min
1. Invite students to share what they see as the most 
important challenge or issue facing Nunavut or their 
community and explain why. You can create the list through a 
class discussion or invite each student to share one or two 
issues. Underline the fact that there can be many different 
opinions, which are shaped by individual experiences and 
perspectives. As a class, review the challenges listed and 
come up with a consensus around the most important issues.

2. Divide students into groups (one for each chosen issue) and 
ask them how they would solve their challenge as active 
citizens. Additionally, ask students how the territorial 
government could be involved in addressing these ideas.

3. Have each group share their ideas with the class.

4. Afterwards, debrief on the activity and reflect on the 
political process.

• How did certain factors, events or experiences shape 
students’ perspectives on the most important issue?

• Did each group have several different ideas or did they 
support one single proposal? Was it difficult to reach 
consensus?

Activities: 75 min over two classes
1. Use Slide Deck 3 to explain how the election process 
works in Nunavut and review the following key terms: 
elections, electoral system, First-Past-The-Post, 
Single-Member Plurality, constituents, candidates, platform, 
electorate, opinions, oral tradition and worldview. 

2. As a class, brainstorm a list of qualities to look for in your 
candidates. Guiding questions: 

• What experience or qualifications should a Member of 
the Legislative Assembly possess? 

• What characteristics or values should they 
demonstrate? 

• What dispositions or skills are necessary for an 
effective leadership role in the community?

3. Using the ‘Constituency Map’ on the Elections Nunavut 
website (www.elections.nu.ca/en/constituency-map) or the 
paper copy provided in your package, view the layout of the 
constituencies and locate the one where your school resides. 
Which communities, landmarks or features are included in 
your constituency? What do you think are the most 
important concerns of the constituents? What promises or 
commitments do you expect the local candidates will be 
making?
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4. List the candidates running for election in your school’s 
constituency. Explain or show students that they can find 
this information on the Elections Nunavut website  
(www.elections.nu.ca) by entering the school address into 
the ‘House Lookup Tool’ search feature. 

5. Organize students into groups and assign each group a 
candidate to research. Ensure that all candidates are 
represented. This activity can be completed independently 
or by jigsaw method using Activity 3.1.

Key questions to research: 

• What experience, skills and qualifications does the 
candidate possess? What makes them a good choice 
for MLA? 

• What are the candidate’s key messages and 
advertisements? Why do they want to be elected?

• What are the candidate’s main priorities or policy 
ideas? 

• Self-government is a key component of Nunavut's 
political system. Students can explore how candidates 
approach self-government. What is their point of view 
on self-government?

TEACHER NOTE
Have each group present their candidate to the rest of the class. 
Students can make notes on each presentation using Activity 3.2.

Consolidation: 5-10 min
Have a closing discussion about territorial elections in 
Nunavut. Alternatively, ask students to write a reflection in 
their election scrapbook (see Assessment Opportunities). 

• What do you look for when evaluating the candidates? 
What is most important to you and why?

• Why are elections important?
• What have you learned about elections in Nunavut? 

Extended Learning:
A. To learn more about the candidates in your constituency, 
have your students communicate directly with candidates to 
ask their most pressing questions. Consider using the 
following prompts:

• Which issues facing your community or constituency 
do you feel need to be addressed? 

• Which issues affect you, your family/guardians and 
friends? 

• What can you ask a candidate in order to evaluate their 
abilities or motivation to become an effective MLA?

Pose your list of class questions to candidates by email, 
conducting a phone or virtual interview, inviting each 
candidate for a class visit or holding an all-candidates’ 
meeting at your school. Students should record their 
impressions of each candidate and evaluate their responses. 

B. Ask students to imagine they are running as a candidate 
in the 2021 territorial election. Have students create a ‘pitch’ 
or presentation for the rest of the class about why they want 
to become an MLA and what they want to accomplish. 
Students can create visual material for their presentation, 
including a campaign poster, pamphlet or other marketing 
material.

C. Ask students to engage their family/guardians and friends 
in a conversation about the election and the local 
candidates. Students could create a short take-home poll, or 
simply record the views of their family and friends based on 
a few specific questions. Have a follow-up discussion the 
next day. Do students share the same opinion as their 
parents/guardians or friends? What are the reasons for 
shared or differing opinions? 

D. As a class or in groups, have students analyze the 
territorial and local news coverage for your local candidates 
(television, radio, online and print). Initiate a discussion 
related to the following: Who is the writer of the article? Who 
is their source? Who is the audience? Is the article opinion or 
fact-based? How are candidates using the media to increase 
their profile or share their positions on certain key issues? 
Post the articles on an ‘election wall’ in your classroom.


