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Lesson 5:
Post-Election Analysis

The 22 seats contested in the 2021 territorial election will be 
awarded to the candidate in each of the constituencies who 
receives the most number of votes. 

The Legislative Assembly of Nunavut is one of only two 
federal, provincial or territorial legislatures in Canada that 
has a consensus style of government rather than the more 
common system of party politics.

In Nunavut, all Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs) 
are elected as independent candidates in their 
constituencies. The consensus style is considered more in 
keeping with the way that Inuit have traditionally made 
decisions. However, unanimous agreement is not necessary 
for decisions to be made, motions passed or legislation 
enacted in the Legislative Assembly. For many matters, a 
simple majority vote is required. This means that the 
decision or legislation has support from more than 50 per 
cent of the members present and voting.

Following a general election, MLAs gather to form the 
Nunavut Leadership Forum to select the speaker, premier and 
ministers in a secret ballot election. This process is open to 
the public to observe. These choices are formalized through 

formal motions at the first sitting of the Legislative Assembly. 
The territorial commissioner, on the recommendation of the 
Legislative Assembly, formally appoints the premier and 
executive council (cabinet ministers).

There is no fixed number of seats on cabinet. However, in order 
to ensure the accountability of the executive to the legislature, 
the territorial commissioner is not permitted to appoint a 
majority of the MLAs to the cabinet. The premier has the 
prerogative to assign and remove ministerial portfolios. 
However, a motion in the Legislative Assembly is required to 
remove a member of the Executive Council from office.

Cabinet solidarity is required. Although ministers are 
expected to voice their views during cabinet and committee 
deliberations, once a collective decision has been reached, 
all ministers are expected to publicly support it. For example, 
ministers are expected to vote in favour of bills introduced by 
the government, while regular MLAs may vote as they wish. 
Ministers, both as political heads of specific departments 
and as members of a unified cabinet, are accountable to the 
Legislative Assembly for the policies, decisions and actions 
of government.
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The opening address (also known as the Speech from the 
Throne or Throne Speech) outlines the government’s plans, 
its priorities and legislative agenda. The speech is delivered 
by the territorial commissioner at the beginning of each new 
session of the legislative assembly.

Members of the Legislative Assembly have a variety of tools 
with which to hold the government accountable for its 
actions. These include the asking of oral and written 
questions, the moving of motions and the requirement that 
the government publicly provide written responses to 
petitions and reports of Standing and Special Committees of 
the Legislative Assembly.

Big Idea
Elections are complex events and it is helpful to analyze the 
outcome to better understand the process and what it means 
for the future. 

IQ Principles
The following IQ principles are applicable to this lesson:

• Pilitsirniq — Serving and providing for the family and 
community;

• Aaliiqatigiinniq — Decision making through discussion 
and consensus;

• Piliriqatigiiniq — Working together for a common cause; 
and

• Pilimmaksarniq — Development of skills through 
practice, effort, and action.

Learning Goals
Upon completion of the lesson, students will be able to: 

• Interpret the results of the Student Vote and general 
election locally and territorially;

• Engage in constructive and critical dialogue;
• Discuss how campaign developments or events  

influenced the outcome of the election; and,
• Communicate their concerns or priorities to the newly 

elected or re-elected Member of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Resources
• Slide Deck 5: Post-Election Analysis
• Activity 5.1: Election Reflection

Starter: 5-10 min 
1. Announce the results of your school’s Student Vote 
election. Which candidate received the most votes? Was it a 
close race? Are you surprised or did you expect this result?

2. Share the Student Vote results for your constituency 
(results by constituency and all school results can be found 
at www.studentvote.ca/nu2021). 

TEACHER NOTE
You must wait until the official polls close in your constituency to 
share the Student Vote results. Student election officers at your 
school must be sworn to secrecy. 

Activities: 45-50 min
1. Using the Elections Nunavut website and/or media reports, 
review the election results as a class. Questions to prompt 
discussion: 

• Which candidate won in our constituency?
• Why do you think the results of the Student Vote or 

general election were similar or different? 
• What factors do you think contributed to the outcome 

of the local race and why? 
• How many incumbents were elected throughout 

Nunavut? Can you think of any reasons why this might 
be the case?

• Were there any big surprises or upsets in the election 
results?

2. Use Slide Deck 5 to review the next steps after a territorial 
election and following key terms: unanimous agreement, 
simple majority, the Nunavut Leadership Forum, territorial 
commissioner and opening address.

3. Once a candidate is elected to the Legislative Assembly, 
they must make decisions about how to pursue issues on 
behalf of their constituents. Have students write to their 
newly elected or re-elected MLA regarding an issue they 
believe should be considered a priority for the community or 
territory.

Consolidation: 5-10 min
As a culminating activity, have students fill out a personal 
reflection about their experience (Activity 5.1). 

• Three things I learned about government and elections 
in Nunavut.

• Two activities I enjoyed the most during the Student 
Vote program.   

• One way that this experience has changed me or 
developed my opinions.


