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Lesson 10
The Voting Process 

OVERVIEW 

The right to vote comes with the 
responsibility to vote in an informed and 
purposeful manner. 

In this lesson, students share their views 
about participating in the voting process. 
Students review essential information 
about voter eligibility and when, where 
and how people vote in provincial 
elections. Afterwards, students learn 
about voter turnout and barriers to 
electoral participation, and reflect on 
whether any barriers may be relevant to 
them in the future. Students learn about 
the Ontario Register of Future Voters and 
analyze how it might address some 
known barriers to voting. In the 
Consolidation activity, students create a 
social media style video about whether 
they believe citizens should vote or 
whether they plan to vote in the future.

LEARNING GOALS

By the end of the lesson, students can:

• evaluate the importance of 
participating in elections; 

• explain the requirements and  
steps in order to participate in  
the voting process; and, 

• analyze barriers to voting 
in elections.

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

❶  Is voting 
important? 

❷  How do I vote  
in provincial 
elections?

❸  What are some 
barriers to 
participating in 
the voting 
process?



Student Vote Ontario 2022  - Secondary Level Learning Resources 67

Starter 
1. Why do people vote? Ask students to share their 

views about participating in the voting process 
through a whole class discussion. 

2. Watch the “Why Voting Matters” video with your 
students to listen to different reasons why students 
believe voting is important. 

3. Have a follow up conversation in small groups or as 
a whole class. Guiding questions: 

• Which opinions shared in the video resonate the 
most with you? 

• Are there any opinions that are unclear to you?
• Over the course of the Student Vote activities,  

has your opinion changed about whether voting  
is important?

Activities
Explain to students that voting in provincial elections 

is done by secret ballot (Slide Deck 10). Voters mark 
their ballot behind a privacy screen and fold their 
ballot to conceal their choice. Using 'Think-Pair-Share', 
have students reflect on one or more of the following 
questions: 

• Why is secrecy important? 
• What could happen if elections were held publicly? 
• Why is it important to ensure a fair and impartial 

electoral process? 

4. Using Slide Deck 10, review key aspects of the  
voting process in Ontario provincial elections.  
Guiding questions: 

• Who is qualified to vote in Ontario provincial 
elections? 

• What is the voters list?
• What are different ways that voters can cast  

their ballot? 
• How do I mark my ballot? 

5. Explain the term 'voter turnout' (Slide Deck 10).  
Voter turnout is the percentage of eligible electors  
or registered voters that cast ballots in an election. 
Having the right to vote doesn’t always mean that a 
person will show up at the polls to cast a ballot.

6. Review voter turnout statistics at the provincial level 
for the last 50 years (Slide Deck 10).

• What is the most interesting statistic to you? Why? 
(Consider having students write their responses on 
the blackboard for the class to see and respond to)

• How has voter turnout changed over time? 
• What factors do you think lead to an increase in 

turnout? (e.g., competitive election, elections that 
result in a change in government) 

• What groups do you think might have lower voter 
turnout? What barriers might they face?

7. Provide copies of Activity 10.1 and ask students to 
answer each question as honestly as they can.

TEACHER NOTE 

Encourage students to take the survey home and have a 
discussion with their parents.

8. Review some key research findings about voting and 
barriers to voting using Slide Deck 10. There are many 
different barriers to voting, including motivational 
barriers and access barriers. 

• Motivational barriers include low levels of political 
knowledge and interest in politics, lack of 
perceived importance, cynicism and lower sense  
of civic duty. 

• Access barriers include not knowing when and 
where to vote, lack of personal identification, 
challenges getting to the polling station, and 
language and literacy skills.

9. Independently or with a partner, have students reflect 
on how many zeros they recorded on the voting survey 
(Activity 10.1) and which barriers could affect their 
decision or ability to vote in the future.

10. Introduce students to the Ontario Register of Future 
Voters (ORFV) with Slide Deck 10. Elections Ontario 
maintains a provisional list made up of eligible 16  
and 17 year-olds. If you are on the ORFV, you will 
automatically be added to the voters list when you 
turn 18. Being on the voters list ensures you will 
receive a voter information card telling you when  
and where to vote during elections. 

• How might the ORFV initiative reduce barriers  
to voting? Do you think it will work?

• Will you register for the ORFV once you are 
eligible?
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ADAPTATIONS AND SUPPORTS

Language Learners • Provide students with terms and definitions in advance.

Culturally 
Responsive 
Pedagogy

• Remind students that new immigrants, adults who have difficulty reading, language 
learners, persons who are homeless, newly arrived refugees, and other specific groups 
may face challenges understanding or accessing the election system.

• Keep the focus on ideas to increase access and the benefits our society gets from 
hearing different voices, not only on the disadvantages these groups face.

Accommodations • If working in pairs or small groups in the classroom is not possible, consider using 
Google Docs for collaborative discussion/brainstorming.

Consolidation
Create a social media style video highlighting three main 
points as a response to one of the following questions. 
Include visual graphics and a tag line. This can be done 
as a story board, a skit, or a digital video.

• Should eligible citizens vote in elections?
• Does voting matter?
• Are you a future voter? Why? 

TEACHER NOTE 

Flipgrid is a website that allows teachers to create "grids" to 
facilitate video discussions. Each grid is similar to a message 
board where teachers can pose questions, and their students 
can post video responses that appear in a tiled grid display.

Extended Learning
Option 1: Arrange for computer access to support eligible 
students in signing up for the Ontario Register of Future 
Voters. Some assistance may be needed to obtain access 
to school report cards or scanning required identification. 
Paper forms are also available if online access is an issue.

TEACHER NOTE

Students who are not yet Canadian citizens can create a 
pamphlet or explainer about the steps to casting a ballot or 
the different ways you can vote during provincial elections.

Option 2: Organize a registration drive at your school for 
the Ontario Register of Future Voters (ORFV). 

Students could host an information booth at lunch to 
promote sign-ups for the Ontario Register of Future 
Voters and answer any questions about the process. 
Computers could also be set up to facilitate with the 
process. You can also use student-generated content  
or materials provided by CIVIX to advertise the Ontario 
Register of Future Voters through school-approved 
communication channels, including newsletters and 
social media accounts, or during assemblies.

For more information about organizing an ORFV  
drive, or to find ORFV promotional materials, visit:  
www.studentvote.ca/on2022/orfv or contact the  
CIVIX team at hello@civix.ca. 

http://www.studentvote.ca/on2022
mailto:hello%40civix.ca?subject=Hello
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BACKGROUND  
INFORMATION FOR  
TEACHERS 

Elections Ontario is a non-partisan 
agency of the Legislative Assembly  
of Ontario and is responsible for the 
organization of general provincial 
elections and by-elections. Elections 
Ontario’s job is to make sure that 
provincial elections are fair, secure  
and transparent and therefore, they 
must be strictly non-partisan.

Ontario established fixed-date 
elections in 2005, with provincial 
general elections to take place on  
the first Thursday in October every  
four years. In December 2016, the 
Election Act was amended to the first 
Thursday in June every four years.

Regardless of fixed-date election 
legislation, a provincial election can  
be held at any time if the government 
loses the confidence of the legislature 
or if the lieutenant governor were to 
dissolve the legislature on the advice  
of the premier.

You are eligible to vote in an Ontario 
provincial election if you are:

• A Canadian citizen;
• 18 years of age or older; and,
• A resident of Ontario.

Voters must prove their identity and 
home address in order to receive a 
ballot or register to vote. 

A voter information card (VIC) is 
issued by mail to every person whose 
name and address appears on the 
voters list. The card contains individual 
information about when and where an 
elector can vote. You can also access 
this information by accessing the ‘Voter 
Information Service’ on the Elections 
Ontario website during an election.

Voters may choose to cast their ballot 
in one of several ways:

• Vote on election day – You can  
vote in person on election day from  
9 AM to 9 PM ET at the voting 
location assigned to you based on 
your current residential address.

• Vote at an advance voting location 
– You can vote at any of the advance 
voting locations in your electoral 
district. Advance voting locations  
are open from 10 AM to 8 PM.

• Vote before election day at your 
returning office – You can vote in 
person at your returning office from 
the day after an election in your 
electoral district has been called 
until 6 PM the day before election 
day. Depending on when you go  
to vote, you will be given either a 
write-in ballot or a ballot with the 
candidate names listed.

• Vote by mail – To vote by mail, you 
will need to complete a Vote by Mail 
application and provide a copy of at 
least one piece of government-issued 
ID. You can apply to vote by mail once 
an election in your electoral district 
has been called.

• Vote by home visit – You can request 
to vote by home visit if: you are unable 
to go to your returning office because 
of a disability; you are unable to read 
or write; you are unable to complete 
an application form; and/or you are 
someone who requires assistance.

• Vote in hospital – Election officials 
visiting participating hospitals during 
a general election will bring Vote by 
Mail application forms and write-in 
ballots to give electors temporarily in 
the hospital the opportunity to vote.

Where you vote is determined by  
where you live. Your voting locations 
for advance voting and voting on 
election day are based on your address, 
which means you can only vote at the 
locations assigned to you.

Voting in government elections is  
done by secret ballot. This ensures  
the privacy of each voter’s preference.  
No one except the voter knows the 
choice that was made.

A ballot lists the names of the candidates 
running in your electoral district and their 
political party affiliation, where 
applicable. There is a space beside each 
candidate’s name on the ballot. As long 
as you clearly mark the ballot for one 
candidate, your ballot will be accepted.

The voting process at a voting location 
works as follows:

1. Once you confirm your eligibility,  
you are given a ballot that has the 
election official’s initials on the back.

2. Go behind a voting screen and mark 
your ballot for only one candidate.

3. Hand your folded ballot back to  
the election official to check for  
the initials.

4. Place your folded ballot in the  
ballot box. 

Ontario’s election law allows voters  
to decline their ballot. To decline your 
ballot, tell the election official that you 
are declining your right to vote when 
they hand you a ballot. This is a public 
process done out loud. The election 
official will mark “declined” on the 
election documentation and your ballot 
will not be placed in the ballot box but 
in an envelope for declined ballots.

Elections Ontario maintains a 
provisional list called the Ontario 
Register of Future Voters. 

To be eligible, you must be:

• 16 or 17 years of age;
• a Canadian citizen; and,
• living in Ontario.

If you are on the Ontario Register of 
Future Voters, you will automatically be 
added to the voters list when you turn 
18. Being on the voters list ensures you 
will receive a voter information card 
telling you when and where to vote 
during provincial elections. This makes 
your voting experience easier, faster 
and more efficient.

Eligible youth can register using 
Elections Ontario’s online registration 
tool: eregistration.elections.on.ca. 
Paper copies of the form are also 
available and can be mailed to 
Elections Ontario.

The process is quick and easy and 
should only take a few minutes. After 
providing your name, address and date 
of birth, you will be asked to verify your 
eligibility and submit a piece of ID.  
All information collected is used for 
election purposes only.

The required ID must show your name 
and home address, such as:

• Ontario driver’s licence
• Ontario Photo Card
• cell phone bill
• school report card or transcript
• pay stub

Voting is habitual. One of the best 
predictors of individual turnout is 
whether a person voted in the previous 
election. Making it easy for students to 
vote in their first election can help build 
life-long voters.

https://eregistration.elections.on.ca/en/home

